The Universal Provider

The hire department prided itself on being able t
execute almost any sort of commission. One day, fo
instance, two music-hall stars arrived from abroad t<
appear for the first time on the London stage. Anxiou
to ensure for themselves a good reception, and conse
quently a good report in the newspapers, they arrange*
with Whiteley's hire department to pack the hall wit!
a claque of persons who were to applaud each tim
vigorously. Other curious jobs undertaken by th
department included furnishing subjects for a prc
fessional mesmerist and supplying a c best man 3 fo
weddings.

Whiteley always had an eye for foreign visitors t
this country. Victorian London was an inhospitabl
city for the stranger, and so it is not surprising tha
some of the shyest turned to the Universal Provider a
their natural guide, philosopher, and friend. That un
couth Californian gold-digger whom Whiteley wouL
undertake to look after from the cradle to the grav
was no mere figure of fancy advertised in an America]
newspaper. He took real shape, as an overseas visitor
not, indeed, from California, but from South Africa
In the course of the Zulu War King Cetewayo wa
defeated by the British and deposed from his kingship
The ex-Monarch appealed to Queen Victoria fo
clemency, and in due course journeyed to London t<
seek an audience and beg her pardon. He arrived ii
London on August 3, 1882, accompanied by a grou]
of followers, and the question of their accommodatioi
immediately became an urgent problem for th<
Colonial Office. Who would undertake to house, feed
and guide a parcel of black savages, who might fal
an easy prey to the vicious allurements of Europear
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